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Widow’s Options 

 Widow may file for benefits at age 60—both the widow’s own benefit and the 
survivor benefit will be reduced. 

 Widow may file restricted (just survivor’s benefit) and then receive delayed credits 
at age 70 on own benefit. 

 Widow may file for own reduced benefit at ages 62 to FRA, and switch to 
unreduced survivor benefit at FRA. 

 

 

Major Differences from SSE 

1. SSE did not show filing at ages 60 and 61. 
2. SSE did not illustrate the “File then Switch to Survivor at FRA” strategy. 
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Comparing Options 

 Best option is determined by calculating all options. 
 Additional details for best option (star) and alternative option (target) selected. 
 Graph, ledger, comparison, and possible taxation included by selecting Additional 

Details  
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Annual Benefits by Year 

 Graph of yearly benefits that appears in additional details graph. If you click on a 

bar, the table below the graph will show the monthly values. 

 If values change during a year, the details are shown on the right side of the table 

under “Mid-year Change”. 

 

 

Major Differences from SSE 

1. Graph plus table for each bar added.  
2. Ledger, Comparison, and Taxation available as tabs within the graph—and not in a 

separate calculator. 
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Compare Options Considered 

1. Maximum—Starting at age 62.  Note the large increase at age 70 when going from 
survivor benefit to own benefit with delayed credits. 

2. Alternative—Starting at age 64. Note switch from own benefit to full survivor 
benefit at FRA. 

3. Earliest—Starting at age 60. Both own and survivor benefits reduced for starting 
early. 

4. Latest—Starting at age 70. Increased benefits but late start. 
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Relative Value of Options 

Although the best strategy for each age was calculated, the better (higher) the value, the 
darker the blue will be. 
 
Click the toggle switch       to shift from Best Strategy graph to Relative Values graph. 
 
For example: Waiting two years (from age 60 to 62) changes from lightest to darkest. 
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Print Options 

Print options are similar for all marital status. Select one to four start ages, strategy and 
supplemental pages to include. 
 
Monthly values can be downloaded to use with other financial plans for this client. 
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Personalized and Professional Presentation 

 


